By DENNIS D. JACOBS - editorial@kcchronicle.com

St. Charles East quarterback Fisher brings down North

ST. CHARLES - St. Charles North could not stop Charlie Fisher's feet or his right arm when it mattered the most Friday
night at Norris Stadium.

The St. Charles East senior quarterback scored all three of the Saints’ touchdowns in a 23-21 victory over their cross-town
and Upstate Eight Conference River Division rivals. He ran for 178 yards on 18 carries, including two long touchdown
scrambles.

‘I can’t say enough about Charlie,” East coach Mike Fields said. “l was so proud of him. Because he was hurtalmostall
last year, | told him we were going to get two years out of him tonight and by God we did. He did anything and everything.
He just put those boys on his back and said we’re gonna go.”

Fisher gave the Saints (3-6, 3-3 UEC River) a 7-0 lead in the first quarter on a 43-yard scramble when he couldn‘tfind a
receiver open downfield.

“The offensive line was giving me a lot of protection as | was rolling out, but there was nothing there,” Fisher explained.
“This team was pursuing hard, so | thought, ‘Just getin the middle and cut back.””

He did go up the middle and when linebacker Brent Battle slipped, Fisher was able to cut back to the outside, finding
plenty of open space on the way to the end zone.

The North Stars (2-7, 2-4) tied the game just before halftime on a 2-yard pass from junior quarterback Ryan Fischbach to
Doug Zurbriggen.

The Saints went back in front in the third quarter on a 24-yard field goal by Danny Muzzalupo, but the lead lasted just 13
seconds. Zach Kirby returned the ensuing kickoff 82 yards for a touchdown.

Ironically, East was trying to squib the kickoff to keep it out of the hands of Oshay Hodges, who returned the game’s
opening kickoff 65 yards and almost broke another one for a touchdown in the fourth quarter.

Down 14-10, the Saints put together a touchdown drive that took nearly eight minutes off the clock. Fisher, who completed
justone pass in seven first-half attempts, hit five of seven in the second half. He connected with Kyle Lanthier on four of
them.

“We talked about it at halftime, just me rolling out and making sure | got that extra block, because if the line just gave me
that second longer we could get Lanthier in the open field,” Fisher said.

Fisher capped the drive with a quarterback sneak to put Eastup 17-14.

The Saints were still clinging to the three-pointlead facing a 3rd-and-16 on their own 25 late in the fourth quarter. Fisher
dropped back to pass again, but once again took off with the football.

“Iwas first thinking pass, but all year I've been running,” Fisher said. “If the pass isn’t there, | can always run. I've never
second-guessed myselfrunning.”

Itturned out to be the right decision again as Fisher broke loose from an attempted jersey tackle and went 75 yards for
another score with 2:29 left.

“Their quarterback beat us with throwing the ball, in the second half especially, and with his feet,” North coach Mark Gould
said. “He’s a quick kid. We just didn’t match that quickness.”

The North Stars weren’t quite finished, though, with a 53-yard kickoff return by Hodges setting up a touchdown with 1:15 to
play when Fischbach pitched the ball to running back George Edlund, who threw it back to Fischbach in the end zone.

“We’ve been practicing it for awhile and that was as good a time as anyto use it,” Gould said of the play. “They had
pressure on [Edlund] and he stepped up and threw it just like a quarterback. That was a nice pass there. We usuallylaugh
at him in practice when he tries to throw it.”



The North Stars attempted an onside kick, but it failed. They still had three timeouts remaining, however, so the Saints
needed a first down to ice the victory. Naturally, it was Fisher who picked up seven yards on 3rd-and-6.

“This is huge,” Fisher said of the win. “This is justlike last year. We had a rough season, rough start, but come North,
everything is off the table. It's a one-game season here.”

St. Charles East 23, St. Charles North 21
St. Charles North 07 7 7 - 21
St. Charles East70313-23

How they scored

First quarter

SCE-Fisher 43 run (Muzzalupo kick), 2:33

Second quarter

SCN-Zurbriggen 2 pass from Fischbach (Schroeder kick), :50
Third quarter

SCE-Muzzalupo 24 FG, 5:37

SCN-Kirby 82 kickoff return (Schroeder kick), 5:24

Fourth quarter

SCE-Fisher 1 run (Muzzalupo kick), 9:21

SCE-Fisher 75 run (kick failed), 2:29

SCN-Fischbach 13 pass from Edlund (Schroeder kick), 1:15

Individual statistics

Rushing: SCE-Fisher 17-178, Reading 21-70, Bruce 4-13, Hoscheit 3-15; Totals: 45-276. SCN-Edlund 20-52, Fischbach
4-1, Ohlrich 2-2, Lynch 2-5; Totals 28-58.

Passing: SCE-Fisher 6-14-0-71. SCN-Fischbach 7-16-1-112, Edlund 1-1-0-13, Collins 1-0-1-0.

Receiving: SCE-Mazanke 2-26, Lanthier 4-45. SCN-Donlevy 2-18, Ohlrich 2-22, Hodges 3-72, Fischbach 1-13.

Total yards: St. Charles East 347, St. Charles North 183.
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