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After St. Charles East defeated St. Charles North 23-21 Friday at Norris Stadium the third straight year the
Crosstown Classic was decided by 3 points or less St. Charles East coach Mike Fields was having a difficult
time thinking of his seniors.

Since neither team will advance to the playoffs, for the seniors Friday night was the end of their era. Fields,
who was celebrating a birthday, loved the conclusion.

Addressing Saints quarterback Charlie Fisher, who ran for 3 touchdowns, Fields said: "I'm going to miss him
more than I realize, and I don't want to think about it right now because I'll get all teared up here on my
birthday. Me and (senior linebacker) Jake Sheley, it's both of our birthdays, so this is a pretty neat thing for
both of us. He and I are tied together now forever with this."

St. Charles East started the season 0-5 before netting its first win against Streamwood, the start of a
season-ending 3-of-4 span.

Each week of that early-season oh-fer, however, Fields supported his players' efforts and work ethic. For
the Saints to turn things around gave him great pride and with it, sadness on Friday that he'd shared the
last sideline with his seniors.

"I can't put it into words," he said. "You're going to miss those seniors, you always do. We didn't get the
year we would have wanted, but I think they finished well and you always want to end well. These juniors will
carry this into next year and hopefully the seniors go out with a great memory. And it starts over again in a
couple weeks."

St. Charles North junior Wes Pasholk sounded like it will happen quicker than that.

A North Stars defensive end along with senior Shawn Meaney, Pasholk sounded motivated not only by the
loss to the Saints, but by St. Charles North's 2-7 season in general.

His plan: "Get in the weight room, get big, get everyone in the weight room and just work hard. Get better
for next year."

Not that St. Charles North will develop its offense around the halfback pass, but coach Mark Gould's nifty
play call of tailback George Edlund taking a pitch and then passing back to quarterback Ryan Fischbach for
a 12-yard touchdown displayed the talents of two returning players.

"That's two juniors that hooked up on that play," said Gould, who will be retiring at the end of the 2012-13
school year. "We've been practicing it for awhile and that was as good a time as any to do it. He (Edlund)
stepped up just like a quarterback and threw a nice pass right there."

Pasholk, who recorded a tackle for loss and a sack on the same St. Charles East possession, said St.
Charles North's returnees feel driven to succeed.

"We just want to come back next year way stronger than ever," he said. "We want to get farther than this.
This hurts right here. We want to step it up and be better than this."


